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SOCIAL CRITICISM IN PRINT MEDIA

February 2020
Conference: Media, Society and Culture: Interrelations and Changing Scenario · At: Kashipur Michael Madhusudan Mahavidyalaya,Kashipur, P.O.:
Panchakote Raj, Purulia – 723132, West .Bengal

Authors:

Abstract

The media plays an important role in modern society. Throughout history the Press has
played its role as a watchdog of democracy and a critique of governments and public
officials. The existence of a free Press is the sine qua non of a democracy. The objective of
this paper is to examine the role of the print media as an agency of social criticism. In
studying print media I have followed the dialectical approach of Karl Marx. My method of
enquiry is a detailed analysis of news reports and editorials of selected newspapers. My
method of presentation is through a series of case studies . These case studies are divided
into : 1) presentation of news reports and 2) editorials.1) News reports are presented in a
manner that catches the eye of the reader and makes compelling reading. The titles and
contents of the items reveal that news is not presented in a neutral manner .Social criticism
is evident in the manner in which a news item is presented. B. Editorials reflect the attitude
of the newspaper towards various events and policies of the government. Unlike news
items in which objectivity is sought to be maintained with a minimum of commentary , in
editorials the leader writer is free to criticize the polices or events on which the item is
being written .The editorials do criticize the activities of members of society and policies of
governments. From an analysis of these case studies we may conclude that the print
media in India is performing its job of acting as an agent of social criticism.
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SOCIAL CHANGE IN INDEPENDENT INDIA

September 2021
License · CC BY 4.0

Authors:

Preprints and early-stage research may not have been peer reviewed yet.

Abstract

ABSTRACT India became independent on 15th August 1947.Since then Indian society has
been constantly changing. The objective of this paper is to examine the changes in Indian
society which took place in the last seventy-five years. Government policies played a key
role in initiating and maintaining many changes. I have classified these changes into two
types: positive or progressive changes and reactionary or regressive changes. Among the
progressive changes are planned positive changes in the economy through five-year
plans, women’s liberation and empowerment through various laws, liberation and
empowerment of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. Political changes, like the
introduction of Universal Adult Suffrage, regular elections at the Centre and states,
integration of native states with India, and reorganization of states along ethnic and
linguistic lines. Apart from these progressive changes, reactionary changes have been
witnessed in recent times. Among the major reactionary changes which have taken place
in India are the new economic policy which propelled India to the path of neo-liberalism.
We have also found increasing attacks on human rights, including misuse of the provision
of Preventive Detention in the Indian Constitution, decline of our pluralistic culture and
decline of democracy. Finally, I have discussed what needs to be changed. These are
firstly, our mentality, and, secondly, criminalization of politics. Thirdly, our constitution
should be amended to remove the provision of Preventive Detention and all laws based on
thus provision should be repealed.
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Folk Art of Bengal A Study of Terracotta Panels in West Bengal and Bangladesh

May 2024
In book: Dui Banglar Sanskriti:Parbantorer Kotha ,(দুই বাংলার সংস্কৃ তি ঃপর্বা ন্তরের কথা) Edited by Jayanta Gour and Rajasri Basu (সম্পাদনা ঃজয়ন্ত গৌড়
ও রাজশ্রী বসু) (pp.174-188) · Edition: First Edition · Chapter: 20 · Publisher: Bharata Vidya Charcha Kendra, , Burdwan [ভারত বিদ্যা চর্চা কেন্দ্র , বর্ধ মান ]]

Authors:

Abstract

In this paper I have made a comparative sociological study of terracotta panels on the
walls of temples of West Bengal(India) and Bangladesh.I have followed Marxian
methodology. Both primary data collected from various temples of West Bengal and
secondary data on temple panels in Bangladesh , collected online, have been used in the
study. The results show many similarities in society of both the Bengals depicted in
medieval temple art .This paper is a contribution to Cultural Studies. The author chaired a
technical session at the 20th International Annual Conference of Bharat Vidya Charcha
Kendra , Burdwan (12th and 13th March, 2022) held online.
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Abstract

This paper critically analyses the Civilizational perspective of Indian society and culture

in general and Surajit Sinha in particular. Providing a powerful critique of the Western

and colonial categories and explanation, followers of this approach, like many other

pioneers of Indian sociology, proved that Indian society, far from being ‘segmentary,

isolated and despotic’ is a product of ‘synthesis’ of several indigenous cultural patterns.

This approach, first developed by Robert Redfield, placed folk and urban societies in an

evolutionary ‘continuum’. The conceptual framework of the ‘Little and Great traditions’

was used in the Indian context to argue about the circulation of cultural elements at two

levels. Nirmal Kumar Bose applied this approach to argue about the continuity of Indian
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Abstract

For long, India relied on legal machinery to tackle gender crimes like child marriage and

child trafficking. The tradition of legal reforms was copied from the colonial days when

social reformers and nationalists insisted on reforming certain social issues of the girl

child as wives and widows. Gradually, activists demanded the drafting of new laws in

place of the old ones to toughen the penalty of crimes committed against children and

women. Yet, it became gradually clear that the legal structure is grossly inept to prevent,

if not to stop, these crimes. Such failure gave rise to the popular demand for alternative

models and schemes wherein new and serious stakeholders would be involved to increase

awareness and regulate the incidences. It is in such a context, West Bengal came out with
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Abstract

Research on the issue of child marriage in West Bengal has
revealed that there was a silent complicity to the practice for
long as many rural and marginalised communities (SCs, STs
and Muslim) in the state treated it as normal and routine. Given
such a background, the Government of West Bengal has taken
some new initiatives since 2013 to promote late marriage and
reduce rates of girl children dropping out of school. Apart from
Kanyashree, schemes like Sabooj Sathi, Sabujshree,
Rupashree, etc., were initiated to create a robust environment
to argue for empowerment of the girl child. With the help of
school teachers, Childline officials, officials of administration,
NGOs, local police and others, Kanyashree beneficiaries have
started acting as role models in preventing early marriage in
many parts of rural Bengal. This is certainly a positive
development. By such efforts a counter process of ‘institution
building’ has also begun. Yet, from the news published in two
popular Bengali dailies in the state on prevention of child
marriage in the district of Barddhaman during the last three
years, it is clear that the ‘culture’ of child marriage continues to
be predominant even in relatively developed districts of Purba
and Paschim Barddhaman and during pandemic like COVID
19, the trend becomes exponential. There seems to be a big
gap between the number of marriages prevented and number
of marriages actually solemnised. Notwithstanding a rigorous
campaign against early marriage of the girl child, parents
hailing from poor and marginalised communities and living in
distant localities are expressing their rage over the actions of
administration to prevent such marriage. Due to the preemptive
actions by Kanyashree volunteers, they have now started
developing a counter-strategy to conceal the marriage of their
minor daughters to circumvent the preventive actions by the
administration. While the administration is finding it difficult to
prevent a marriage once it is solemnized or take legal action
against those arranging it, benefits of Kanyashree and
Rupashree are sought illicitly after marriage. There is a positive
impact of different anti-child marriage schemes in the state, but
a lot more needs to be done to create and sustain a counter
culture of late marriage
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Abstract

This text book is a first of its kind on social movement. In the contemporary era, social
movement is ubiquitous and hence there is every need to teach social movements to both
under graduate and post graduate students of social sciences. There was a time when
social movements were matters of only intellectual interest. But now, it is a matter of every
day discourse among the researchers and teachers, planners and politicians,
administrators and law enforcing machineries, social activists and common people alike. A
lot of emphasis is now put on the way social movement has become an instrument of
social change including assertion of identity and protest against marginalization across
time and space. The global society is also a place where protest is global. Given such a
context, the idea to publish a comprehensive volume on conceptual, practical and
changing aspects of social movements came to me. This book tries to deal with the issue
of social movement from both theoretical and contextual points of view and introduce the
readers with the dynamics of various types of social movements which have become a
vital part of our social life today. The 21 chapters of this book are divided into three
sections i) conceptual Issues, ii) experiences of social movements from India, and iii) the
impact of globalisation on social movements. The central aim of the first section is to locate
social movements within broad and contemporary social processes, clarify its meaning,
describe its basic features, origins and types, and explain basic perspectives of social
movement. The relation of social movement with state and market is now sought globally.
Moreover, social scientists now are concerned about linkages between social movements,
social structure and social change on the one hand and the significance of ideology and
leadership in understanding social movements in different contexts. Again, in a context of
growth of majoritarianism, authoritarianism and cultural nationalism across space, there is
increasing concerns for the way protest movements have contested and challenged
undemocratic regimes and illiberal democracy. All these emerging issues and concerns
constitute the major theme of the first section. The second section deals with nine major
experiences of social movements in India. Starting with peasant movement, it goes on to
discuss tribal, Naxalite, Dalit, working class, women, ethnic, student & youth, and
environmental movements in India. But most interestingly, these chapters, while dealing
with a particular movement, also delve deep into the recent manifestations of each of them
as readers would be more interested to know their current phase. Thus, for instance, the
discussion on peasant movement is followed by a critical analysis of the farmer’s
movement. Similarly, the way Maoists in recent times have been able to bring back the
imagery of the Naxalite movement of the late 1960s has been analysed. Discussions of all
other movements are done keeping in mind the challenges they face in the age of
globalisation. Taking a cue from these discussions, the last section analyses the global
influences on social movements. It begins by analysing the role of information technology,
media, civil society, NGOs and middle class in the spread and continuation of social
movements. The experiences of queer, new religious, anti-systemic and anti-displacement
movements provide definite inputs to readers about the way globalisation has also
expedited new avenues of protest to diverse sections of population. Finally, the book ends
with experiences of movements against globalisation and provides a futuristic perspective
in assessing the strength of social movement in a global society. The coverage of the book
is therefore quite comprehensive and contextually relevant today. The chapters are also
written specifically for this book by the contributors based on their emersion in the field and
enhanced knowledge base specifically to make the discussion vivid.
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Abstract

This text book is a first of its kind on social movement. In the contemporary era, social
movement is ubiquitous and hence there is every need to teach social movements to both
under graduate and post graduate students of social sciences. There was a time when
social movements were matters of only intellectual interest. But now, it is a matter of every
day discourse among the researchers and teachers, planners and politicians,
administrators and law enforcing machineries, social activists and common people alike. A
lot of emphasis is now put on the way social movement has become an instrument of
social change including assertion of identity and protest against marginalization across
time and space. The global society is also a place where protest is global. Given such a
context, the idea to publish a comprehensive volume on conceptual, practical and
changing aspects of social movements came to me. This book tries to deal with the issue
of social movement from both theoretical and contextual points of view and introduce the
readers with the dynamics of various types of social movements which have become a
vital part of our social life today. The 21 chapters of this book are divided into three
sections i) conceptual Issues, ii) experiences of social movements from India, and iii) the
impact of globalisation on social movements. The central aim of the first section is to locate
social movements within broad and contemporary social processes, clarify its meaning,
describe its basic features, origins and types, and explain basic perspectives of social
movement. The relation of social movement with state and market is now sought globally.
Moreover, social scientists now are concerned about linkages between social movements,
social structure and social change on the one hand and the significance of ideology and
leadership in understanding social movements in different contexts. Again, in a context of
growth of majoritarianism, authoritarianism and cultural nationalism across space, there is
increasing concerns for the way protest movements have contested and challenged
undemocratic regimes and illiberal democracy. All these emerging issues and concerns
constitute the major theme of the first section. The second section deals with nine major
experiences of social movements in India. Starting with peasant movement, it goes on to
discuss tribal, Naxalite, Dalit, working class, women, ethnic, student & youth, and
environmental movements in India. But most interestingly, these chapters, while dealing
with a particular movement, also delve deep into the recent manifestations of each of them
as readers would be more interested to know their current phase. Thus, for instance, the
discussion on peasant movement is followed by a critical analysis of the farmer’s
movement. Similarly, the way Maoists in recent times have been able to bring back the
imagery of the Naxalite movement of the late 1960s has been analysed. Discussions of all
other movements are done keeping in mind the challenges they face in the age of
globalisation. Taking a cue from these discussions, the last section analyses the global
influences on social movements. It begins by analysing the role of information technology,
media, civil society, NGOs and middle class in the spread and continuation of social
movements. The experiences of queer, new religious, anti-systemic and anti-displacement
movements provide definite inputs to readers about the way globalisation has also
expedited new avenues of protest to diverse sections of population. Finally, the book ends
with experiences of movements against globalisation and provides a futuristic perspective
in assessing the strength of social movement in a global society. The coverage of the book
is therefore quite comprehensive and contextually relevant today. The chapters are also
written specifically for this book by the contributors based on their emersion in the field and
enhanced knowledge base specifically to make the discussion vivid.
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Abstract

This text book is a first of its kind on social movement. In the contemporary era, social
movement is ubiquitous and hence there is every need to teach social movements to both
under graduate and post graduate students of social sciences. There was a time when
social movements were matters of only intellectual interest. But now, it is a matter of every
day discourse among the researchers and teachers, planners and politicians,
administrators and law enforcing machineries, social activists and common people alike. A
lot of emphasis is now put on the way social movement has become an instrument of
social change including assertion of identity and protest against marginalization across
time and space. The global society is also a place where protest is global. Given such a
context, the idea to publish a comprehensive volume on conceptual, practical and
changing aspects of social movements came to me. This book tries to deal with the issue
of social movement from both theoretical and contextual points of view and introduce the
readers with the dynamics of various types of social movements which have become a
vital part of our social life today. The 21 chapters of this book are divided into three
sections i) conceptual Issues, ii) experiences of social movements from India, and iii) the
impact of globalisation on social movements. The central aim of the first section is to locate
social movements within broad and contemporary social processes, clarify its meaning,
describe its basic features, origins and types, and explain basic perspectives of social
movement. The relation of social movement with state and market is now sought globally.
Moreover, social scientists now are concerned about linkages between social movements,
social structure and social change on the one hand and the significance of ideology and
leadership in understanding social movements in different contexts. Again, in a context of
growth of majoritarianism, authoritarianism and cultural nationalism across space, there is
increasing concerns for the way protest movements have contested and challenged
undemocratic regimes and illiberal democracy. All these emerging issues and concerns
constitute the major theme of the first section. The second section deals with nine major
experiences of social movements in India. Starting with peasant movement, it goes on to
discuss tribal, Naxalite, Dalit, working class, women, ethnic, student & youth, and
environmental movements in India. But most interestingly, these chapters, while dealing
with a particular movement, also delve deep into the recent manifestations of each of them
as readers would be more interested to know their current phase. Thus, for instance, the
discussion on peasant movement is followed by a critical analysis of the farmer’s
movement. Similarly, the way Maoists in recent times have been able to bring back the
imagery of the Naxalite movement of the late 1960s has been analysed. Discussions of all
other movements are done keeping in mind the challenges they face in the age of
globalisation. Taking a cue from these discussions, the last section analyses the global
influences on social movements. It begins by analysing the role of information technology,
media, civil society, NGOs and middle class in the spread and continuation of social
movements. The experiences of queer, new religious, anti-systemic and anti-displacement
movements provide definite inputs to readers about the way globalisation has also
expedited new avenues of protest to diverse sections of population. Finally, the book ends
with experiences of movements against globalisation and provides a futuristic perspective
in assessing the strength of social movement in a global society. The coverage of the book
is therefore quite comprehensive and contextually relevant today. The chapters are also
written specifically for this book by the contributors based on their emersion in the field and
enhanced knowledge base specifically to make the discussion vivid.
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Abstract

This text book is a first of its kind on social movement. In the contemporary era, social
movement is ubiquitous and hence there is every need to teach social movements to both
under graduate and post graduate students of social sciences. There was a time when
social movements were matters of only intellectual interest. But now, it is a matter of every
day discourse among the researchers and teachers, planners and politicians,
administrators and law enforcing machineries, social activists and common people alike. A
lot of emphasis is now put on the way social movement has become an instrument of
social change including assertion of identity and protest against marginalization across
time and space. The global society is also a place where protest is global. Given such a
context, the idea to publish a comprehensive volume on conceptual, practical and
changing aspects of social movements came to me. This book tries to deal with the issue
of social movement from both theoretical and contextual points of view and introduce the
readers with the dynamics of various types of social movements which have become a
vital part of our social life today. The 21 chapters of this book are divided into three
sections i) conceptual Issues, ii) experiences of social movements from India, and iii) the
impact of globalisation on social movements. The central aim of the first section is to locate
social movements within broad and contemporary social processes, clarify its meaning,
describe its basic features, origins and types, and explain basic perspectives of social
movement. The relation of social movement with state and market is now sought globally.
Moreover, social scientists now are concerned about linkages between social movements,
social structure and social change on the one hand and the significance of ideology and
leadership in understanding social movements in different contexts. Again, in a context of
growth of majoritarianism, authoritarianism and cultural nationalism across space, there is
increasing concerns for the way protest movements have contested and challenged
undemocratic regimes and illiberal democracy. All these emerging issues and concerns
constitute the major theme of the first section. The second section deals with nine major
experiences of social movements in India. Starting with peasant movement, it goes on to
discuss tribal, Naxalite, Dalit, working class, women, ethnic, student & youth, and
environmental movements in India. But most interestingly, these chapters, while dealing
with a particular movement, also delve deep into the recent manifestations of each of them
as readers would be more interested to know their current phase. Thus, for instance, the
discussion on peasant movement is followed by a critical analysis of the farmer’s
movement. Similarly, the way Maoists in recent times have been able to bring back the
imagery of the Naxalite movement of the late 1960s has been analysed. Discussions of all
other movements are done keeping in mind the challenges they face in the age of
globalisation. Taking a cue from these discussions, the last section analyses the global
influences on social movements. It begins by analysing the role of information technology,
media, civil society, NGOs and middle class in the spread and continuation of social
movements. The experiences of queer, new religious, anti-systemic and anti-displacement
movements provide definite inputs to readers about the way globalisation has also
expedited new avenues of protest to diverse sections of population. Finally, the book ends
with experiences of movements against globalisation and provides a futuristic perspective
in assessing the strength of social movement in a global society. The coverage of the book
is therefore quite comprehensive and contextually relevant today. The chapters are also
written specifically for this book by the contributors based on their emersion in the field and
enhanced knowledge base specifically to make the discussion vivid.
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Abstract

In this chapter, we attempt a critical assessment of Ramkrishna Mukherjee’s

understanding of Indian sociology by appreciating the penetration of his philosophy into

the manner in which we frame our research questions and go beyond the current

paradigms for using multiple methods of enquiry. In Indian sociology, Ramkrishna

Mukherjee’s contribution was significant for the holistic and critical understanding of

theoretical trends and research. He was particularly sharp in commenting on the quality

of research findings and analysis of all the known sociologists. Since the 1950s, he

highlighted the failure of Indian sociology to objectively and comprehensively depict

social reality. His stress on historical, comparative, large databases and classification
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“Explore[s] the impact of the pandemic on the tourism and hospitality sector. . . . Well-documented studies
on topics such as tourism-dependent economies in the United States, the hotel industry in Mexico,
innovations in employability skills required in tourism and hospitality industry in Australia and Singapore,
and ties between mass tourism and flying shame with French air transport during the pandemic. . . . This
collection of comprehensive and substantiated research chapters provides an overview of the tourism
challenges faced and the strategies employed to overcome those challenges locally and internationally while minimizing the economic shocks caused by the
pandemic. Insightful and engrossing. A wonderful read.”

Somnath Chaudhuri, Researcher, Research Group on Statistics, Econometrics and Health (GRECS), University of Girona, Spain

About the Author

Debasish Batabyal, PhD, has been teaching travel and tourism management at the Department of Travel and Tourism, Amity University, Kolkata, West
Bengal, India. A postgraduate in Business Management with a specialization in tourism from the University of Burdwan, Dr. Batabyal received his doctorate
degree from the same university. His areas of research interest include e-tourism, sustainable tourism and social solidarity economy, and destination
development and planning. He has written two books and edited two more with reputed international publishing houses. He has published a number of
research articles in internationally reputed journals of social science, including the Indian Journal of Marketing, South Asian Journal of Tourism and Heritage,
IJARBEST, Journal of Emerging Technologies and Research, and also in various edited volumes. He has also co-authored a chapter in the District Human
Development Report (UNDP and Govt. of West Bengal) and District Gazetteer Report (Govt. of West Bengal). Recently, he was awarded ILO’s South-South
Triangular Cooperation (SSTC) scholarship to participate at the 11th Social and Solidarity Economy Academy in Madrid, Spain.

Dillip Kumar Das, PhD, is Associate Professor and Head of the Department of Tourism Management, The University of Burdwan, Burdwan, West Bengal, India.
He has been associated with this university since 2005. He has also served as Associate Professor and Head of the Department of Department of Tourism
Management Sikkim Central University, Gangtok, Sikkim, India. The author has 20 years of teaching experience in business programs and more than 13 years
of research experience. So far, six PhD scholars and one MPhil scholar have been awarded degrees under his supervision and guidance. Dr. Das has
contributed over 48 research papers in reputed national and international refereed, peer-reviewed journals and proceedings and has edited three research
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handbooks from Springer, IGI-Global USA, and Apple Academic Press. Dr. Das has also published a textbook on tourism management with Sage Publications.
He is a reviewer for several refereed journals of international repute. His areas of research interest include eco-tourism, tourism impact studies, travel agency
management, and international airfare and ticketing.
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Bolpur is a district town in Birbhum, West Bengal. This place is famous for Viswabharti in Shanti Niketan where a new school
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This chapter focuses on how people of Kallakurichi, Tamil Nadu, India can become conscious of ecotourism, bio-cultural
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Pricing an alpine tourism is unlike pricing a tangible product. As a part of overall marketing strategy pricing a destination has
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This chapter seeks to make an approach to the financial instrument called REIT, Real Estate Investment Trust, specifically in
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This chapter aims to present the academic tourism segment as a rising trend that can improve indicators, both academic and
marketing, of tourist destinations....
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Abstract

Lung cancer is the leading cause of mortality for both males and females among all types

of cancer. Histologically lung cancer is classified into non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC)

and small cell lung cancer (SCLC). Conventional surgery and chemotherapy are often

associated with severe toxicity and multiple drug resistance among lung cancer patients.

Recent advancement of immunotherapy can elicit immune-mediated destruction of

tumor cells. Wide variations of immunotherapeutic approaches were undertaken to

stimulate immune response against lung cancer cells including immunomodulators,

therapeutic vaccines, and monoclonal antibodies, and those were directed towards

checkpoint proteins in cancer cells. Checkpoint inhibitors targeting cytotoxic T
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Abstract

Oxidative stress plays an immense role in modulating all aspects of cancer and also

correlated with the different types of carcinogenesis in the form of tumor-bearing state in

the different organs as well as treatment strategy to counteract with the carcinogenesis.

The oxidative stress arises from exogenous origins, i.e., ultraviolet rays as well as

endogenous origins at the cellular level with the involvement of mitochondria.

Modifications of the oxidative stress producing indices trigger gene mutations with

alteration of the intracellular signal transduction and transcription leading to

carcinogenesis. It also initiates the cellular systems into tumor bearing state with active
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Abstract

Higher incidence of prevalence and mortality is recorded with lung cancer among all the

cancers worldwide. Human microbiomes are considered as one of the major hallmarks of

cancer. Microbial dysbiosis is a multifactorial event that leads to tumor initiation,

progression, and development of cancer. Metagenomics is used to analyze the genomes of

microbial community in the sample and able to explore the identity of microbes including

anaerobic bacteria also. In cancer research, this approach also creates a revolution to

unravel the impact of microbiome in cancer. In case of carcinogenesis, lung microbiota

plays a major role by regulating the specific oncogenic pathways and bacterial metabolites

were reported to modulate various host metabolic pathways. Healthy microbiome
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Abstract

Cervical cancer appeared to be the fourth most common cancer among women worldwide

and Human Papillomavirus (HPV) is identified as the primary causal factor for cervical

cancer pathogenesis. Recently, application of synbiotics is reported to play a beneficial

role in the treatment of many cancers and some studies also identified its beneficial

effects on cervical cancer and HPV infection. The possible molecular mechanisms of

synbiotics for the treatment of cervical cancer include reduction of inflammatory

response due to HPV infection, promotion of apoptosis, and inhibition of cellular

proliferation and metastasis. Sometimes, conventional anti-infective drugs along with
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Abstract

Infection with the high-risk human papillomaviruses (HPVs) leads to the development of

the majority of cervical cancer cases in women worldwide. It is an established fact that

sustained expression of E6 and E7 oncoproteins mediate tumor development and

progression. The expression of E6 and E7 not only inhibits the tumor suppressors, p53

and Rb, but also alters additional signaling molecules that may be equally important for

transformation. Among these molecules, phospholipase D is a very important one that

plays a crucial role in the malignant transformation of cervical tissue. Phospholipase D

and the associated phosphatidylinositol 3-kinase (PI3K)/Akt/mammalian target of

rapamycin (mTOR) signaling cascade plays a very important role in HPV-induced

carcinogenesis by modulating multiple cellular and molecular events. Recurrent
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Abstract: Infection with the high-risk human papillomaviruses (HPVs) leads to 

the development of the majority of cervical cancer cases in women worldwide. It 

is an established fact that sustained expression of E6 and E7 oncoproteins mediate 

tumor development and progression. The expression of E6 and E7 not only 

inhibits the tumor suppressors, p53 and Rb, but also alters additional signaling 

molecules that may be equally important for transformation. Among these 

molecules, phospholipase D is a very important one that plays a crucial role in 

the malignant transformation of cervical tissue. Phospholipase D and the 

associated phosphatidylinositol 3-kinase (PI3K)/Akt/mammalian target of 

rapamycin (mTOR) signaling cascade plays a very important role in HPV-

induced carcinogenesis by modulating multiple cellular and molecular events. 

Recurrent amplification of PI3K/Akt/mTOR signals is mediated by HPV 

oncogenes E6/E7/E5 to modulate tumor initiation and progression and affect 

patient outcome. Improvement of our understanding of the mechanism by which 

the phospholipase D contributes to the immortalization and carcinogenesis of 

HPV-infected cells will assist in devising novel strategies for preventing and 

treating HPV-induced cancers. 

Keywords: Cervical cancer; HPV; PLD; PI3K/AkT/mTOR pathway; Therapeutic 

target 
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Abstract

Environmental scientists have been very concerned about microplastics (plastic particles

with diameters of less than 5 mm) over the last few decades. Microplastics in the

environment may be divided into two types: primary microplastics are formed when

washed clothes and a wide range of beauty products and secondary microplastics are

bigger plastics that are broken down into smaller bits by various physical, chemical, and

biological processes. The most common forms of plastic particles are polyethylene (PE),

polystyrene (PS), polyvinyl chloride (PVC), polyurethane (PU), PE terephthalate (PET) and

polypropylene (PP). Several marine organisms, especially commercial seafoods have been

reported to contain microplastic particles. Few reports are available on the information
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